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Speakers and Moderators

ALPSTAR Initial conference, October 27th  
and 28th 201, Chambéry, France

Toward Carbon Neutral Alps 

Make Best Practice 
Minimum Standard

speakers

Toni Aschwanden 
toni.aschwanden@alpeninitiative.ch

Toni Aschwanden is responsible for 
international transport policy at the Alpine-
Initiative, the Swiss NGO which is at the origin 
of the Swiss modal shift policy and campaigning 
for it’s implementation (www.alpine-initiative.ch). He worked on 
several projects in the field of European freight transport and 
the protection of the Alps. He holds a master degree in political 
science and is a part-time post-graduate student in Sustainability 
Management.

Giovanni Bartesaghi 
giovanni.bartesaghi@flanet.org

Giovanni Bartesaghi is a freelance in the field 
of energy planning, renewable energy, water 
resources and sustainable development. Since 
1995 he is a collaborator of the Lombardy 
Foundation for the Environment (FLA) where he was a planning 
and research in the field of surface water (lakes and rivers) and 
renewable energy. He also collaborates with the Province of Como 
(energy planning), with the Lombardy Region and a number of 
Local Authorities of the Lombardy region.

Hubert Buhl
hubert.buhl@sonthofen.de

Hubert Buhl is the president of the Alpine Town 
of the Year Association, a network of Alpine 
towns which have been awarded the title of 
“Alpine Town of the Year” for their particular 
commitment to the implementation of the Alpine Convention. Buhl 
has been the mayor of the German town of Sonthofen since 1994. 
It’s award as “Alpine Town of the Year 2005”  has led to an even 
more efficient sustainable policy by building a biomass power 
station amongst other initiatives.
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Baptiste Chatré
baptiste.chatre@alpconv.org

Baptiste Chatré studied Alpine Geography at 
Grenoble University and holds a PhD in Political 
Science from Paris Panthéon-Assas University. 
Has working for the PSAC since October 2010 
as Project Officer in charge of External Partnerships, Climate 
Change, Transport Systems, Natural Hazards, and European 
Regional Policy.

Laurent Chanussot
laurent.chanussot@raee.org

Laurent Chanussot is in charge of 
efficient energy use and energy policy at 
Rhonealpenergie-Environnement in Lyon. 
He has been active in national and European 
initiatives in the field of energy management and renewable 
energies for 15 years. He is an expert on all aspects of promoting 
renewable energy projects and their implementation and is highly 
experienced in matters of sustainable development.

Michel Dantin
secretariat.md@sp-eurodepute.eu

Michel Dantin is since 2009 a Member of 
the European Parliament and member of 
its Committee on Agriculture and Rural 
Development as well as a substitute member of 
the Committee on Transport and Tourism. Mr Dantin is a qualified 
agricultural technician and has served as an advisor to three 
ministers of agriculture in his career. Member of the Union for a 
Popular Movement, he was a municipal councillor of the city of 
Chambery.

speakers

Loïc Dautrey  
ldautrey@regionpaca.fr

Loïc Dautrey is in charge of the department « 
Montagne » of the Region Provence-Alpes-Côte 
d’Azur. Adviser of the regional development 
program for nature activities, he takes part 
in the updating process of the “Inter-regional Convention for 
the Alpine Massif” (CIMA) and the “Inter-regional Operational 
Program of the Alpine Massif” (POIA). He also contributes to 
different projects and initiatives in the field of European mountain 
cooperation (Silmas, Alpstar).

Michela Gaifami  
michela.gaifami@lfu.bayern.de

Michela Gaifami is Project Officer at the Alpine 
Space Joint Technical Secretariat (JTS). The 
Alpine Space is the European Programme for 
the Alps that funded the Alpstar project; the JTS 
is the central contact point for public interest in the Programme, 
as well as for potential partners and selected operations, like 
ALPSTAR. The JTS staff supports projects during implementation 
and have an overview on all running projects.

Henri Dupassieux  
h.dupassieux@mairie-chambery.fr

Henri Dupassieux, deputy mayor of Chambery 
in charge of sustainable development, 
municipal buildings, energy grids, health and 
fire protection. He is also vice president of the 
Greater Chambery area in charge of transport and Intermodal 
transport. Chambery is engaged in Agenda 21 and is developing a 
climate, air and energy plan. The gib heat network of the town will 
provide more than 55% of renewable energy in 2013. 
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Josias Gasser
Josias.gasser@gasser.ch

Josias F. Gasser is the Managing Director of 
Josias Gasser Building Materials Ltd based 
in Chur, Switzerland and an advocate of 
sustainable methods in construction. He holds 
a degree in economics and is a member of Chur City Council as a 
representative of the Green-Liberal Party of the canton of Grison. 
Mr Gasser had various teaching duties at Zurich University and 
other schools between 1980 and 2002.

Adolf Gross
adolf.gross@vorarlberg.at

DI Dr. Adolf Groß studied at the Technical 
University in Graz Electrical Engineering/
Energy Economy. During his work as a research 
assistant he published numerous publications and 
research projects on the topics of energy efficiency and renewable 
energy sources. His dissertation was dealing with the technical 
risks and opportunities of a large-scale integration of photovoltaics. 
Since 1996, Dr. Groß is responsible for the energy sector within 
the Vorarlberg provincial government. Since 2011 he is head of 
department of Energy, climate and climate-related resources.

Benoit Leclair
bleclair@rhonealpes.fr

Benoit Leclair, is heat engineer and 14th Vice 
President of the Rhône Alpes Regional Council, 
in charge of Energy and Climate. Its theoretical 
and practical knowledge on climate and energy 
issues are key assets for the conception and the implementation 
of the different measures developed in the Rhône Alpes Region in 
favor of climate.

speakers

Isabelle Herlin
i.herlin@mairie-chambery.fr

Isabelle Herlin, a Deputy Mayor of the city 
of Chambery, is responsible for international 
relations, decentralized cooperation and people 
with disabilities. She assumes additional roles 
in transport, development and adaptation of roads, buildings, and 
public facilities in connection with her main responsibilities. She 
is also working in the water sector and sustainable development 
which remains at the heart of her concerns.

Emmanuel Jeanjean
e.jeanjean@pnr-queyras.fr

Emmanuel Jeanjean is project manager at 
the Regional Natural Park of Queyras (PACA 
Region, France) in charge of the energy 
and climate action plan. He has 10 years of 
experience in energy management and renewable energies 
development for local authorities and is in charge of several 
European projects related to demand side management, energy 
education, wind energy, buildings performance, smart grids.

Anja Lehmann 
a.lehmann@baumgroup.de

Anja Lehmann studied Architecture at the 
University of Applied Sciences Dresden and 
Environmental Protection and Regional Planning 
at the Technical University of Dresden. She is 
working for B.A.U.M. Consult GmbH Munich since July 2007.
Her area of work includes coordination and management of EU-
funded projects as well as content related work focused on the topics 
sustainable mobility and renewable energies. Furthermore she works 
in projects concerning sustainable management in companies and 
organizations.
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Eriuccio Nora
nora.e@provincia.modena.it

Eriuccio Nora was co-founder and director of 
the Italian Coordination of Agenda 21. He was 
responsible for action plans for sustainable 
energy and for climate plans realised in a 
participative process on the local level for the Province of Modena 
and at a national level for the Agenda 21 coordination. Nora 
headed in the Province of Modena amongst others the sections 
environment, energy, climate and sustainable development.

Lydia Pedoth
lydia.pedoth@eurac.edu

Lydia Pedoth is a  researcher at the European 
Academy of Bolzano, Institute for Applied 
Remote Sensing,  specialised in vulnerability 
assessment with a focus on the development of 
socio-economic indicator systems for the assessment of adaptive 
capacity. She was involved in several EU projects dealing with 
Climate change adaptation and has experience in stakeholder 
involvement and participatory approaches for the development of 
policy support strategies.

Wolfgang Wimmer
w.wimmer@biomassehof-achental.de

Wolfgang Wimmer is the manager of  the 
Ecological Model Achental , the Achental 
Corporation and Development Company and 
the Bioenergy-Centre Achental. The ecological 
model Achental is a partnership of nine Achental communities in 
the Bavarian-Tyrolean border area. They are cooperating in the 
regional development of tourism, agriculture, nature conservation 
and the expansion of  renewable energy sources. A variety of aid 
programmes were implemented under the leadership of Wolfgang 
Wimmer as project manager.

speakers

Markus Zimmermann 
Markus.Zimmermann@sg.ch

After his apprenticeship as a merchant 
and further professional education Markus 
Zimmermann led from 1989 to 1999 the council 
office (incl. construction management) of the 
municipality of Quarten. In 1999 he was elected as the mayor 
of the municipality of Mels (www.mels.ch). He administered 
this public function till the middle of 2008. Since then he is the 
substitute Leader of the office for spatial development and 
geoinformation of the canton St.Gallen.

Jernej Stritih
Jernej.stritih@gov.si

Jernej Stritih is the Director of the Slovenian 
Government Office of Climate Change since 
2009. He is forester by training, but has mainly 
worked on environmental policy in transition 
countries, sustainable development, nature conservation and recently 
on transition to low carbon society. Co-founded environmental 
consultancy Oikos in Slovenia in 1989, served as State Secretary for 
Environment and Executive Director of the Regional Environmental 
Centre for Central and Eastern Europe. He was president of CIPRA 
Slovenia and vice president of CIPRA International.

Helmuth Moroder
helmuth.moroder@gemeinde.bozen.it

Helmuth Moroder is the general director of the 
city of Bolzano, capital of the Italian province 
South Tyrol and Alpine Town of the Year 2009. 
Moroder is one of the fathers of the “Vinschger-
Bahn”, a regional train with a very high degree of utilisation 
connecting the city of Merano with the Vinschau valley. For 13 
years he was working on public transport systems. Moroder is also 
vice-president of CIPRA International.
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moderators

Wolfgang Pfefferkorn
wolfgang.pfefferkorn@cipra.org

Wolfgang Pfefferkorn has been working for 
Rosinak&Partner, a consultancy office in 
Vienna, since 1993 and for CIPRA International 
since 2004. His main working fields are: 
regional development, climate change, conflict management and 
knowledge transfer. Actually he is the co-ordinator of the CIPRA 
cc.alps project.

Sven Braden 
sven.braden@aus.llv.li

Sven Braden joined the Climate Division 
of Liechtenstein’s Office of Environmental 
Protection in 2007. One of his core 
responsibilities is the implementation of 
European and UN based climate legislation. As a member of the 
Liechtenstein delegation he participated within the international 
climate negotiations. In 2009 he co-initiated the LIFE Climate 
Foundation, a Liechtenstein based non-profit think tank that aims 
to bridge the gap between the environmental and financial worlds.

Karin Feurstein  
karin.feurstein@energieinstitut.at

Mag. (FH) Karin Feurstein has been working 
for the Energieinstitut Vorarlberg GmbH since 
July 2011 and is operationally responsible for 
the “Energy Future Vorarlberg”programme. The 
main focus of her work is the monitoring of the implementation 
process of 101 measures towards energy autonomy until 2020. 
Besides she is also responsible for the coordination of the 
communication campaign “Step by step to energy autonomy”.

Andreas Götz 
andreas.goetz@cipra.org

Andreas Götz, Executive Director of CIPRA 
International is an expert in sustainable 
development in the Alps and in the field of the 
Alpine Convention. Andreas has been leading 
CIPRA International since 1996 and was previously Executive 
Director of the Mountain Forest Project Foundation, Switzerland. 
He is a qualified barrister at law and was a partner at a lawyer’s 
office in Switzerland.

Alexandre Mignotte  
alexandre.mignotte@cipra.org

Director of the French delegation of the CIPRA, 
Alexandre Mignotte works on sustainable 
development stakes in mountains with the use 
of human sciences tools and analysis. After a 
PhD in the Alpine Geography Institute in Grenoble, he worked a 
researcher in the University of Geneva. He continuously enriched 
his specific approach through different projects and exchanges in 
France and abroad.

Roberto Vaccaro 
roberto.vaccaro@eurac.edu

After a degree in Environmental Science, a 
Master in Environmental Health and Safety 
Managementand a Master MEA (Management 
Energia e Ambiente), Roberto Vaccaro works 
as researcher in the Institute for Renewable Energy of the 
European Academy of Bozen/Bolzano (Italy). Main topics of his 
research activity are the supporting of overall process to issue a 
Sustainable Energy Action Plans (SEAP) and the development 
of methodological approach to assess CO2 reduction of several 
actions foreseen in SEAP.


