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Alpine Water

Sofie Terzer / CIPRA International

Project H,Opportunities
Opening dialogues on a sustainable Alpine water future

Supported by:

* Federal Ministry
for the Environment, Climate Action,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

based on a decision of
the German Bundestag
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Where does it come from



Where does 1t go?

Water abstraction by economic sectors 2020-2023 in the EU Member
States

1%

14%
m electricity cooling
|33%
= agriculture
= public water supply

= manufacturing

21%

m construction, mining, quarrying

Data: [https://www.eea.europa.eu/en/analysis/indicators/water-

o1 abstraction-by-source-and], aufgerufen am 08.06.2026
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Of around 100 km?® rain a year,
roughly 86 km* of water flow out of
Austria again.



Where does 1t go?
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170 Million people in Europe are
dependent on water from the Alps.
In the Alps are living 14 million
people.
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Who decides?

@ CIPRA

POLICY BRIEF

Water Management in the Alps

Date: 2026

Water is one of our most precious resources. It not only meets our basic needs, but also has
immeasurable ecological, social and economic value. As Alpine residents, we bear a great
responsibility to recognise the inestimable value of water, to safeguard it, and to find sustain-
able solutions for the protection and fair use of this vital element. Our vision is for water to be
regarded as a shared treasure in the Alpine region, belonging fo everyone and protected by
all.

Recommendations:

Systematically integrate water into spatial and
climate policy

» Give political priority to nature-based solutions
* Improve Governance structures

* Include the population in the process

« Stop the decline of water quality

* Focus on the implementation of current laws
to protect water
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