
 

ALPINE DIALOGUE 

ON ENERGY TRANSITION 

23RD -24TH OCTOBER 2013 IN LUCERNE (CH) 

SYNTHESIS OF POSTERS PRESENTING NATIONAL SITUATIONS 

 

During the Alpine dialogue in Lucerne, posters about context and status quo on energy transition in 

each alpine country have been presented. The research has been done by the national 

representations of CIPRA or their members. Below you can find a synthesis of these analyzes. The 

responsibility of the content lies with the authors.  

1. Importance of the topic “energy transition” in the current political 
discussions/agendas of the alpine countries; political decisions and actions in this 
context 

 
In all alpine countries, the topic “energy transition” is more and more in discussed in the media, the 
every-day discussions and in political discourses. Low carbon goals are in the political agenda since 
climate change discussions and Kyoto protocol, and since Fukushima catastrophe nuclear phase out 
is also in the agenda. Nevertheless, energy transition is considered from an economical point of view 
(supply of a cheap energy), not from an environmental of social point of view. More information per 
country: 

 

Austria:  

The energy strategy of Austria has been defined in 2010: 34% of energy consumption should be renewable by 

2020 (today 14.6%), reduction of GHG-emissions of 16% and energy savings of 200 PJ.  According to 

Environment Agency Austria, the 34% target can only be reached “with additional measures”. 

Examples for current political decisions:  Law on green electricity 2012 (BGBl. I Nr.75/2011, entry into force: 1st 

of July 2012), Photovoltaic systems  2013, Housing subsidy  (Wohnbauförderung), Renovation offensive 2013, 

National environmental assistance program. 

Since Fukushima‟s catastrophe, the topic has grown in importance.  
 
Each province has its own strategy:  

 Niederösterreich - „NÖ Energiefahrplan 2030“  

 Wien  - Climate Program and Energy concept of the city of Vienna, KLiP II  2010-2020, 

 Oberösterreich - Energiezukunft 2030  

 Steiermark – Energiestrategie 2025  

 Kärnten, Kärntner Landesenergiekonzept 2007 – 2015, Energie Masterplan 2025 

 Vorarlberg – Energiekonzept 2010, Programm "Energieautonomie Vorarlberg" 2050 

 Tirol – Tiroler Energiestrategie 2020  

 Salzburg - „Energieleitbild 1997 und Umsetzungsprogramm Energie aktiv  

 Burgenland – Energiestrategie Burgenland 2020  

 
France:  
 



Energy transition was already on the agenda of the last government (Grenelle) and is a priority of the new 

government. French « objectif 2050 » aims to reduce GHG by 4 to 5, and reduce nuclear to 50% of electricity 

production until 2025.  

A “Débat National Sur La Transition Énergétique (DNTE)” (National Debate on Energy Transition) has been 

held from november 2012 to mid-2013, with the participation of officials (ministers, parliament representatives, 

public officers, etc.), major economy representatives (industry, syndicates, etc.), NGO, etc… and also some 

kind of citizens participation (a big number of meetings throughout the country). Results of the debate and the 

future law are disappointing for NGOs and citizens: industrial interests have a strong influence in the process. 

The Region Rhone Alpes supports local authorities with the programm “Territoires à Energie positive” and the 

Region PACA with the program “AGIR pour l‟énergie”.  

Local authorities are the most active with projects and initiatives for energy transition.  

Germany:  

Energy transition is a very important topic in Germany. The resolution of German Federal parliament in 

June/July 2011 (energy package “Energiepaket”) says : nuclear phase-out until 2022, share of electricity 

generated from renewable sources is to be raised to 35% in 2020, 50% in 2030, 65% in 2040, 80% in 2050, 

promotion of energy networks, Energy efficiency etc;  

Different laws to fulfill the energy transition: Energy Concept 2050, Renewable Energies Act (EEG): f.e. , feed-

in remuneration, precedence for electricity generated from renewable sources of energy; Programmes of KfW 

(Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau): KfW Offshore-Wind Energy Programme, KfW-Programme Renewable 

Energies; KfW-Programme energy storage, KfW-Energy Efficiency Programme, KfW Environmental 

Programme; EEG levy for end consumers (EEG-Umlage); funding initiatives for "Grids and energy storage"; 

Erneuerbare-Energien-Wärmegesetz (EEWärmeG: until 2020 14% of thermal energy from renewable 

energies).  

 

Italy:  

The government has recently adopted (March 2013) the National Energy Strategy. This strategy, even if takes 

into account renewable energy production and energy efficiency, has been criticized by the environmental 

organizations because the sustainability is addressed only to economic aspects (lower energy price and 

assurance of the supply to enterprises), and aimed at developing the national production of hydrocarbons, so 

that the country is expected to become the main south-European hub for gas production from hydrocarbons.  

National incentives (Conto energia, conto termico, green certificates) are primarily intended for the production 

of renewable energy. Tax deductions are set for energy efficiency of buildings (however with frequent 

modifications and consequent incertitude of citizens).  

Some alpine regions or provinces have their own energy strategies. 

 

Liechtenstein:  

On state level: Energy transition is not a pressing problem in Liechtenstein (imports are still possible, other 

topics more important). However, the paper “Energiestrategie 2020” (Energy Strategy 2020) has been 

published and thus brought the topic into discussion.  In addition, in 2008 a law was passed that provides the 

legal basis for subsidies for energy efficiency and the use of renewable energies (Energieeffizienzgesetz).  

On municipal level: Liechtenstein is an “Energieland” (“Energy Country”) because all the municipalities are 

“Energiestädte” (“Energy Cities”, a Swiss label comparable to the European Energy Award). The municipalities 

are strong drivers in the topic of energy transition, even though some have already discussed to leave because 

of the increasing demand.    

In general, energy is mainly a topic discussed in front of an economical background (wish for safe, affordable 



energy supply).  

 
Slovenia:  

There is a lot of discussion about energy transition in Slovenian politic, but the actions are slow. There is no 

national energy strategy, and the government still supports with public subsidies environmental harmful 

activities (diesel, new thermal power plant…).  

Meanwhile, the government supports following actions: 

- renewable electricity production, especially small hydroelectric power plants and solar panel (eco fund) 

- co-production of electricity and heat 

- consumption and sharing local sources of energy (in the countryside) 

- energy renovation of public and private buildings (eco fund) 

- better energy efficiency in industry and municipalities. Example of public lighting: until the end of year 2016 all 

public lights in Slovenia should meet the standards lowering light pollution and energy saving.  

- transition to renewable energy – specially biomass (wood) and small systems of district heating (e.g. school 

and few houses). Support is intended for small systems. 

- supporting municipalities on the way to energy self-sufficiency  

- promotion of local products. 

 
 
Switzerland:  

The topic energy transition is very important - regarding to media attention it almost evolved to “daily business”. 

The term is used by all kind of people for all type of justification up to weighing of interests. 

The Swiss parliament decided two years ago the nuclear phase-out. Based on this decision the “Energy 

strategy 2050” was elaborated which is now going into review. The parliament will treat it in 2014 and the 

results (including legal adaptations and implementation) will probably be available in 2016. As an 

environmental tax reform could fail (regarding political realities) there are two options presented for incentive 

taxes on energy (one including a CO2-tax for diesel/gasoline). The actual revenues from the existing CO2-tax 

are partly used for a funding program to reduce energy consumption of buildings. 

 

2. What topics are in the focus of the discussions? What are the biggest conflicts? What 
are considered to be the greatest opportunities? 

 

 
Common topics are: 

- hydropower with negative effects for nature- and landscape conservation: planning of a lots of 

hydropower projects and pump-storage  

- monocultures of wood and loss of biodiversity 

- shale gas/fracking still an option and more and more investigated 

- renovation of building has a huge potential 

- Revitalization of small hydropower plants 

- Transport system 

- Realization of installations in protected areas! 

- Focus on energy supply more on energy demand 

Specifict topics and conflicts are classified per country: 

 

Austria 

Conflicts: 

 Expansion of hydropower with negative effects for nature- and landscape conservation, rehabilitation of 

hydro power plants for more efficiency instead of expansion. One Example for this conflict is the 

„Schwarze Sulm‟ small hydro powe plant. For this plant a positive water law decision was issued by the 

styrian provincial governor Voves, despite the high ecological status of the water body and against clear 



instructions from the Ministry of Life as the supreme water authority (violation of EU Water Framework 

Directive and National Water Law). On the 27
th

 of September 2013 the Umweltdachverband has made a 

report against Voves because of abuse of authority. On the 15
th
 of October the Ministry of Life made an 

administrative appeal against the provincial government of Styria at the higher administrative court.   

According to the „list of hydro power plants‟ published by Umweltdachverband currently 244 hydro power 

plants are in the process of planning, part of which 132 power plants are situated at particularly sensitive 

locations (Natura 2000, National Park, special protected areas) 

 Expansion of wind  power with possible negative effects for landscape conservation and bird protection; 

irregular energy production gives incentives for building new pumped storage power plants (same goes for 

photovoltaic) 

 Land-use competition between production of energy crops and food crops; high CO2 emissions due to 

intensive agricultural production of oil plants for the production of biodiesel 

 Monocultures for wood fuel lead to losses in biodiversity 

 Construction of power lines (380kV through Salzburg), gas pipelines (trans alpine Tauerngasleitung) and 

pumped hydro storage facilities is criticized as potential danger for tourism and low impact economies. 

 Use of shale gas has seen strong resistance from many political actors and is not likely to be explored 

Opportunities: 

 Renovation of buildings 

 Revitalization of small hydropower plants 

 decentralized and nature-friendly energy supply (supporting positive value-creation effects on local level) 

 Transport – shift in modal split and strengthening of regional economies 

 spatial planning for energy and infrastructure 

 

Germany 

Topics:  

 rising energy costs,  

 security of energy supply,  

 extension of energy grids (transmission and distribution),  

 change of energy market. 

Conflicts:  

 high consumption of landscape,  

 planning of pumped storage plants in the Alps,  

 expansions of unspoiled rivers for energy production;  

 fracking is getting more and more investigated in more and more regions,  

 import of nuclear power is still high 

Opportunities:  

 Nuclear phase-out is possible,  

 decrease of CO2-emissions,  

 efficient technologies “made in Germany”,  

 potential in export of industries for Germany,  

 more cross-border cooperation of alpine countries and in Europe 

 
Italy 

Context: In Italy there is not nuclear power production (and this is often used as a threat to convince population 



to accept new installations for the production of renewable energy).  

Topics: Energy production from renewable sources is considered rather a business opportunity than an 

occasion to change strategy in the energy supply. In such way, also due to the incentives, the rush to 

renewable production generates obvious environmental and social conflicts, and, sometimes, it proves to be 

inefficient in the long term, even from the economic point of view. The Ministries of Economic Development and 

Environment have issued guidelines for authorizing the construction of new plants for the energy production 

from renewable sources. Some Regions have planned guidelines to identify suitable and unsuitable sites. 

However, conflicts and sensational cases still occur, for example concerning the realization of installations in 

protected areas! 

Conflicts: 

 Hydropower: exploitation of the last existing natural rivers (the potential of hydropower has already 

been largely exploited). Interventions with heavy infrastructure and deleterious effects on biodiversity 

landscape and soils. The number of small installations is expected to increase. Discussion is also rising 

about safety of the large pumping storage basins and dams (the experiences of the Vajont dam and 

Valgrisenche dam, which is going to be partly demolished). 

 Wind energy: even if the wind maps demonstrate that Italy is not a suitable country, the installation of 

wind farms on the slopes of medium and high mountains is increasing because of the incentives. Many 

wind farms have been blocked for their impact on the landscape; on the contrary, impacts on birds and 

the one due to the necessary infrastructure and energy to be built on the sites are less considered. 

 Biomass: there is the risk of over-sizing plants or their location in sites where there is not enough 

biomass availability.  

 Photovoltaic: there are problems concerning the occupation of agricultural soil for the installation of the 

plants (ground mounted system; this problem concerns the agricultural plains outside the Alps). 

 Other aspects such as biofuels production and geothermal energy have a marginal importance in the 

Italian Alps. 

Opportunities:  

Reduction in consumption/energy saving: theoretically, all programs and energy plans give importance to 

energy saving. Actually, the decrease of consumption is mostly due to the economic crisis rather than to the 

effects of energy conservation policies. There are considerable progresses in the field of construction while 

transport and mobility continue being sectors where positive effects can be hard achieved (rebound effect). 

One sector to be developed, with a great potential in the Alps, concerns "carbon credits". 

 
France: 

Context: In France, the problematic and the weight of the “nuclear” (78% of electricity production) preclude 
holding a real and rational debate on Energy Transition… to be replaced by a passionate and divisive debate, 
as well from the pro-, as from the contra nuclear. 

A limited number of prospective scenarios (from private NGOs) imagine the phase-out of nuclear plants: Global 
Chance in 2031, negaWatt in 2033. Other scenarios established as well by public bodies & companies, are 
less ambitious because they are based on supply system instead of consumption system. 

A true Energy Transition would imply almost a disruption of the French energy system, more than a "simple" 
adaptation policy: France is virtually "stuck” with the nuclear; the economic system sees itself dependent on 
national energy system and is strongly lobbying for no change. 

Energy Transition has therefore very few chance of coming from the state apparatus (government, public 
companies, etc.), nor from the economic system (big companies, etc.)... It can emerge only from field players 
(citizens and local authorities), which offer the most relevant opportunities for the future. 

Opportunities:  

 “sobriété” = “sufficiency” is well known from the public. 

 Reduction of the consumption by sufficiency and efficiency,  

 reduce individual transportation,  



 replacement of electric heating by sustainable energies,  

 consideration of the real costs of nuclear energy,  

 fight against energy poverty (also considered as a social problem) threw supporting renovation and 

public transport measures. 

 
 
Slovenia 

Topics: 

 Investments in Holding Slovenian power plants and in building hydro power plants on lower Sava river.  

 Building of sixth block of Šoštanj thermal power plant: opinions are very different and costs are 

enormous. Although investors knew from the beginning that object will cost much more than 1,3 millions 

of Euros, there is no sanctions for responsible persons. Possibility of cancelling or taxation of non-

renewable energy is not the issue.  

 Politics also talk a lot about more strict regulations of the exploitation of state forests and about 

strengthen the wood processing chain. Missing link in this case is also politics – economy. 

Conflicts: 

 Fossil energies: conflict (between politics, NGO-s, public) about building  sixth block of Šoštanj thermal 
power plant – because of supporting non-renewable lignite (CO2, health, non-renewable!) and because of 
huge budget. This project is also one of the reasons why other energy transition projects are just small 
pilot projects. 

 Concerning renewable energies, conflicts appear because of inappropriate positioning energy objects in 
nature, especially in natural protected areas.  

- This year Slovenian environment agency rejected permit for wind farm in natural protected area in 
south-west Slovenia. Wind farm was a project of energy company Elektro Primorska and should have 
been be located on vulnerable area. This is the end of 10 years of battle between energy lobbies and 
environmentalists and it present an important win towards energy lobbies.  

- Conflicts with population: residents of many villages are against wind farms.  

- Two years ago Slovenia tried to change the low which prohibits any intervention into the upper stream 
of river Soča (natural protected area, part of Triglav national park)). People recognized purpose of 
energy lobbies for building hydro power plants and resisted against it very strong. They collected many 
petitions against the change and NGO-s condemned the change. There was no change in law after 
that. 

- Small problem appears when building solar power plants. Some buildings are under cultural protection, 
also the roofs, and owners cannot install solar power plant. 

- Suspected corruption in state-owned companies is considered as one of the reasons for not having 
enough money for supporting renewable energy sources. With more fair concessions for management 
of state forests, Slovenia could win 22–25 millions of Euros per year. 

 
Liechtenstein 
Focus: promotion of renewable energies and alternative heat production.  
Conflict potentials:  

 Public money is invested on supporting individual and heavy traffic (74‟000‟000 CHF / year) rather than 
public transport (18‟000‟000 CHF). 

 Wind power and a project that plans hydroelectric facilities at the river Rhine.    
The national Energy Strategy 2020 includes these hydroelectric facilities as well as an increased use of 
geothermal energies and energy/heat generated by wood in its scenario. It is, however, not sure, even unlikely 
that these renewable sources can be used to such an extent. The strategy is therefore highly unrealistic. 
 
Switzerland 
 
Topics: A lot of discussions refer to a possible nuclear phase-out and the need of more renewables to replace 
the dropped energy. Hydropower, wind and solar are coming up regularly, mostly linked to specific projects. A 



more Swiss topic is geothermy because there are several projects and also research going on. Fracking is also 
a recurring topic in the media, mostly linked to decisions taken in other countries.  
 
Conflicts:  

 Especially hydropower causes a big conflict because it seems to be a well-known way to produce 

energy, and the impacts as well as the amount of concerned stakeholders are often big. Due to higher 

media attention on some big outstanding projects we risk to “forget” that energy transition is going on 

daily. In some cases with almost no problems caused by negative impacts, but sometimes also with 

(definitive) loss of natural resources. 

 Fracking is neither forbidden in whole Switzerland, nor in the Cantons (regions). The Green Party 

claims for a national legal prohibition. At the moment, recommendations concerning the use of the 

“underground” are in review.  

 

3. Who are the key actors in the national discussions?  
 
Austria 

National administration: Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth; Ministry for Life including Environment Agency 
Austria, Ministry of Finance, E-Control and OeMAG 

Provinces ”Länder” on buildings and spatial planning 

Companies: former public energy utilities (Verbund, EVN, Tiwag, …), grid operator APG, OMV, Andritz,  

Social partner: Austrian Economic Chamber, Chamber of Labour, Austrian Trade Union Federation, Chamber 
of Agriculture 

Federation of Austrian Industries 

NGOs: Greenpeace, Global2000 (Friends of the Earth Austria), Umweltdachverband  

Associations: IG Windkraft, Biomasseverband, Kleinwasserkraft Österreich, Photovoltaic Austria, Arge 
Kompost & Biogas, propellets Austria, Austria Solar, IG Passivhaus Österreich – most of these  associations 
are member of the EEÖ the association of renewable energy associations 

 
France 
Energy transition is an old topic carried by NGOs and political ecologists.  
 
To the national debate in 2012-2013 participated:  
- usual stakeholders from the energy institutions: government, elected people at regional, departemental, 
parlementar, local level,  
- workers syndicates (labor unions),  
- energy industry and other industry needing energy (big business as well as SMEs),  
- big NGOs dealing with sustainable development : Fondation pour la Nature et l‟Homme (Nicolas HULOT), 
France Nature Environnement, Amis de la terre, Greenpeace (the 2 last left the debate because of a lack of 
democracy).  
- Citizens had the possibility to participate in hundreds of local thematic & partial meetings, but with no mastery 
neither on the topic of their meeting, nor on the content and the future of the synthesis of their meeting. 
 
Energy transition is also a topic at regional and local level, where local authorities and their citizens often 
launch projects themselves. 
 
Germany: 

Federal Government, Federal Ministry for Environment (BMU), Federal Ministry of Economics (BMWi), BDEW 

(Bundesverband der Energie-und Wasserwirtschaft),  

VKU (Verband kommunaler Unternehmen),  

big energy groups (EON, RWE, EnBW, Vattenfall..) 

Many NGOs are active with this topic (Greenpeace, Germanwatch, WWF, Oxfam, DNR, BUND, NABU etc) 

 

Italy: 
At the institutional level, regional and provincial agencies for energy have been established. The competences 
are different in each region. Regional agencies are engaged also in the field of energy saving (not only in the 



one of renewable energy). 

Environmental organizations are currently working to reconcile the use of renewable energy sources with 
nature and ecosystem protection. However, even the promotion of renewable energy is carried out by the 
associations (when the impacts are acceptable).  

The association Legambiente, for instance, has promoted a program on renewable energy for municipalities. 

Beside CIPRA, it's important to highlight the activities Kyotoclub and APER (Association of producers of energy 
from renewable sources). APER has also prepared guidelines for hydropower in collaboration with Italian 
Section of WWF. 

Liechtenstein 
Energy Commission  

Department for Energy   

NGOS: Solargenossenschaft (Cooperative for solar power), LGU (Liechtensteinische Gesellschaft für 
Umweltschutz / Liechtenstein association for environment protection), Fischereiverein (Association for fishing)  

All the municipalities as Energiestädte (Energy Cities) 

Klimastiftung LIFE (Climate Foundation LIFE) 

 

SIovenia: 

Most important actors in the national discussions are politics, economists and energy lobbies (HSE and GEN). 

Local communities are not very active. Some regions are working on the way to energy autonomy. 

NGO-s are also active with raising awareness and providing information. Some NGO-s are very active, but they 

reach the discussion rarely – specially those who are most critical.  Lots of times NGO-s are not even invited on 

discussions although Slovenia ratified Aarhus convention. 

 

Switzerland 

Regarding media the key actors can be found in politics. But along with parties there are a lot of organizations 

dealing with it (broad variety; from economy as e.g. Economie Suisse to foundations as e.g. SES or AEE). 

Some NGOs deal more with one (e.g. aquaviva) or several specific aspects (e.g. SL) of the energy topic, 

others with the topic as a whole (e.g. WWF Switzerland). 

Regarding to more efficiency and decentralized energy production in the future, the key actor will become more 

and more the population. 

 

4. What are the most urgent needs of action in your country from your point of view and 

why? 

 
In all countries, the first need is to decrease energy consumption and to increase efficiency. It is also 
linked with social and economic challenges (energy poverty, local products). Renovation of buildings, 
spatial planning and public transportation are main areas with savings potential. 

Second need is to go towards renewable energies, which have no bad impact on the environment. 

Third need concerns legislation: a fair, transparent tax reform on all energy sources (fossil, nuclear, 
renewable) taking account environmental costs, and the stop of environmental harmful subsidies. 

Austria: 

 Reduce energy consumption and give incentives for energy savings to reduce the use of fossile energy, 
reduce CO2-emissions and reduce the pressure for the expansion of renewable energies. 

 Establish national and supra regional energy planning and zoning for energy production and use to protect 
natural habitats, cultivated landscape while ensuring a stable framework for  the expansion of renewable 
energies 

 Establish an ecological tax reform (internalising costs, higher tax on CO2 emissions and use of resources, 
abolishment of environmental harmful subsidies)  to reduce energy and resource use 

 Enable decentralised, renewable energy supply systems to reduce the pressure to construct energy 
highways 



 Reforms in regional planning policy and transport policy to set a new framework for future development 

 

France: 

 Thermal renovation:  
- Work actively at helping not only the 11% of people "officially" recognized as being in “energy poverty”, 

but also the nearly 50% families that live with an average net monthly income of 815 € 
- Focus on individual housing (18 M houses) 

 Sustainable mobility: support the development of solutions specifically tailored to medium-sized urban 
areas 

Information: overcome the public (governmental, etc.) lack in educational methods & discourses and support of 
citizen willingness to act with respect of energy questions, in a positive way. 

 

Liechtenstein: 

 Ecological tax reform: marked-based principles can promote energy-conscious actions 
Currently there are not many environmental charges in Liechtenstein  

 The Energieeffizienzgesetz (Energy Efficiency Law) is effective but A) mostly only wealthy people benefit 
and B) in the current situation of budget cuts it is no longer substantial  alternative: Higher taxes for 
higher energy consumption  

 Promotion of the S-Bahn (commuter train): A big amount of energy is used by traffic and the existing bus 
system is not meeting the needs of commuters 

 Promote high-density construction/building  

 Make sufficiency a subject of discussion 
 

SIovenia: 

 Slovenia energy demand (per unit BDP) is 54% higher than European average. At first we should reach the 
average in energy efficiency. 7,6% from Slovenia BDP goes to fuel, which is 850 millions of Euros 
(source:SEF). It is urgent to pay more intention on energy saving (instead of building new energy objects!). 
Government should put more pressure about saving on residents and especially to big companies. By 
increasing energy saving we could preserve many natural areas and avoid conflicts connected to building 
hydroelectric power plants, wind farms, thermal power plants etc.  

 Assessment of energy sustainability of projects before supporting them is necessarily needed. A lot of 
subsidized projects are energy wasteful and completely unsustainable (e.g. new ski fields). 

 Slovenia should stop all environmentally harmful subsidies. Money from these subsidies should be 
transferred into supporting of renewable and environmentally friendly sources.  

 Including NGO-s and local communities into discussions about energy transition is necessarily needed. 

 Slovenia should protect its water sources more intensively. Water scarce is a coming threat for Alpine 
countries and should be taken seriously – before building any energy (or other) objects. 

 More promotion for local products. Not just for food (that is already in procedure) but also for other products 
and services. If residents of Slovenia would buy Slovenian products, there will be less transport and fuel 
needed. In addition we would also help Slovenian economy. 

 Before building new energy object ministries should include experts, inhabitants and environmentalist into 
the project. Politic should not give energy lobbies advantage over natural protected areas. 

 Politic should priority support wood processing chain, because woods are Slovenian great potential. 

 
Italy: 

 A serious energy planning is needed, where renewable energies must be considered not only as an 
economic business. 

 In the Alps, the main problems are those generated from hydropower. The economic concerns of the local 
authorities, that recently have dramatically increased, persuade them to accept more and more 
installations for the production of renewable energy in their territory, in exchange for royalties, even if this 
means hard impacts on the environment and the landscape. 

 The most important challenge about renewable energy is the economic transparency (who really receives 
the profits? what are the real prices of energy?)  



 
 

 

 In the field of energy efficiency, it is necessary that the good practices (spot) are accurately applied.  

 Transport and traffic (internal and transit) need to be faced seriously. The transport sector (goods and 
people) is the most difficult to tackle and efforts are needed that go beyond the capacity of NGOs.  

 In general, to reduce consumption, we need to develop and to increase the awareness on the concept of 
“grey energy” and to introduce the concept of sufficiency in the lifestyles.  

 

Germany: 

 National requirements planning,  

 Reduction of energy consumption 

 Extension of energy grids (coordinated and on demand),  

 Competitiveness of renewable energies (direct marketing etc),  

 Environmentally friendly development of renewable energies (no energy systems in protected areas, 
implementation of energy transition in regional and local planning, etc),  

 Decentralised supply structures,  

 Decentralised, regional energy concepts with citizens‟ participation,  

 Legal regulations that reward energy conservation and energy waste sanction,  

 Reduction of environmentally harmful subsidies  
 

Switzerland: 

The energy strategy shows a direction, but is not sufficient. Some very important questions have to be clarified:  

 First of all we need to know in detail, at which time nuclear power plants shall be switched off definitively. 
Actually we leave this decision open - probably by political opportunity to maintain all options (inclusively 
gas power stations) - and facilitate in the same time an expansion of Renewables! By claiming that 
“Renewables are nature protection” we are even lifting them to national interest and going into a weighing 
of interests (landscapes and natural values versus production of green energy) - without defining a 
deadline for energy transition and nuclear phase-out and without any incentive tax and not having fully 
exploited the potential of efficiency measures. With no deadline there is a in addition lack of security on 
investment which prevents more and adapted investments in a changed and well adapted energy supply 
service for the future. 

 Unfortunately at the same time efficient measures are in a lot of fields not sufficient (housing) or almost not 
existing (transport). One third of the Swiss energy consumption is caused by the mobility sector which has 
been treated as a holy cow until now. New ideas have been presented, but it will probably be a tough act to 
follow. In the housing sector 1,64 Mio of buildings use 49% of the fossile energy and 37% of the electric 
energy. 

 Switzerland is highly dependent on imports, as 80% of the needed energy is based on oil, gas and 
uranium. Regarding the diminution of these resources and increasing prices the necessity to switch to 
decentralised and renewable energy production is obvious. But first of all efficiency has to be higher, as 
40% of our energy consumption is “waste” of energy. Therefore we need a dynamic incentive tax for all 
fuels. 

 In the same time we have to discuss in detail which are the aims of the strategy for electricity grids, which 
have to be designed for security of supply but not for commercial issues. Smart grids and storage 
possibilities will assure stability even if energy production varies due to natural conditions. 


