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Umweltbüro Klagenfurt:
• Private company in Klagenfurt/Austria
• 30 Experts for environmental consulting + planning
• Different fields of work:

• Nature protection management
• Environmental assessment 

• Alpine pastures
• Regional development

• Natural hazard management

• River ecology 



Research objective

The research project focuses on life quality in rural 
regions in the future. Together with researchers, 
teachers and stakeholders pupils from the Alps Adriatic 
region develop scenarios for rural living spaces in 2025. 

What will pupils need in the future to live and work in 
attractive rural regions?



Pupils as researchers

The main intention of the program Sparkling Science is 
to interest young persons in research. 

40 Pupils at the age of 16 to 19 years are working as 
researches in rural regions, they come from different 
schools in Austria (4), Slovenia (2) and Italy (1).

They are working in the project for the whole project 
period (November 2009 to May 2011).
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Project structure
• Each phase starts and ends with a workshop
• Pupils present interim results of their work
• researchers convey knowledge of scientific 

methods to the pupils
• Stakeholders introduce their practical 

experience and know-how
• the next workings steps are reviewed and fixed 

together











Introduction phase

To get to know the project, teachers present the
project to their pupils based on the project description. 

Two introductory exercises:

1. “What do I appreciate in my rural living space?”
2. Propose a project logo



I like this view!



I feel great when I‘m 
walking in the mountains!



This place motivates me!





1st project phase – Main research 
questions

• How do young persons, living in rural areas, experience 
their living space today?

• What parameters for quality of life in rural regions do 
they describe as important for today and for the future, 
why are these parameters important? 



Research method

Short videos 

– The pupils write a script using methods of empirical 
social research like interview guideline, qualitative 
opinion survey. Based on this script they interview 
and film their rural living spaces.

– By analysing the videos the pupils generate and 
describe important parameters for quality of life in 
their living space. 























1st project phase - Results:

• Videos and parameters describing the system “Rural 
regions”
– Jobs in the region
– Public transport
– Protected areas
– Infrastructure
– Education possibilities
– Regional identity
– ...







2nd project phase - Research questions:

• How do the described 20 parameters for quality of life 
do effect each other in the system of rural regions?

• How can the rural region as a interconnected system be
simulated based on the Sensitivity Model by Frederic 
Vester?



2nd project phase - Results:

• Based on the “Sensitivity Model” a matrix of the 
parameters describing rural regions as a living space is 
presented by each pupil group at the 2nd workshop.

• In the workshop an overall matrix is designed.











Source: 
Sensitivity model
(Frederic Vester);
own processing









Next steps:

• How can rural regions be attractive as a living space in 
the future?

• What measures would pupils take to realise their 
favoured rural living space? 



4th project phase

• Using the computer game pupils develop 
scenarios and learn how the system works.

• Based on the experiences and their ideas pupils 
develop pilot projects for their rural regions

• Pilot projects shall have economic back ground

Final workshop
• Pilot projects are presented: Time table, 

business plans, ressouces needed, financing,...



Pilot projects of students
First project ideas with economic value which will be 
implemented by pupils in the rural areas, e.g.:

• Organisation of music festivals
• Car sharing
• Outdoor recreational activities, etc.
• Fashion label







www.myfeaturedspace.info


