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Retreat
 

of Man and the
 

Venture 
 Wilderness

• Perception of loss and the beauty of decay
• Public misconception of wilderness

• Retreat as an active process



Importance
 

of development
 

direction

• Expansion and retraction
 

of human activities
 

do not
 follow the same path

• Development
 

in both
 

directions
 

is
 

perceived
 

as loss
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Cultural
 landscape
 

Cultural
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??



The
 

internal
 

view: perception
 

of loss

• Human effort
 

over
 

centuries
 

rendered
 

useless

Myrkdalen, NO



The
 

internal
 

view: perception
 

of loss

• Cultural
 

landscape
 

part
 

of regional identity

• Loss
 

of „home“

Virgental, AT

Val Bavona, CH

Gimillan, IT



The
 

internal
 

view: perception
 

of loss

Cogne, IT

Eisenerz, AT



The
 

external
 

view: Attractivity
 

of early
 decay

 
phases



The
 

external
 

view: Attractivity
 

of early
 decay

 
phases

Ta Prohm, Cambodia



Attractivity  of early  decay  phases



Fascination  of past  power

Ferropolis, D

• Former destruction
 

of nature is
 

now
 

romanticised

Plessa, D



Fascination  of past  power

Hotel Prora, Rügen, D



„Wagnis Wildnis?“

http://www.weltenwandler‐wildnis.de

Dépeuplement

 
et wilderness

Ritiro dell’uomo e rischio wilderness
Umik

 
človeka

 
in tveganje

 
v divjini

Rückzug des Menschen und Wagnis Wildnis



Wilderness: a public  misconception

• Association with
 

freedom
 

and danger



Wilderness: An urban concept

• Land abandonment
 

as consequence
 

of wealth

• Society can afford not to use
 

land for
 

production

• Resources are
 

imported
 

from
 

elsewhere

• New wild urban forests

http://wildnispark.ch

http://www.saar‐urwald.de



The
 

outdoor
 

equipment
 

industry: creating
 

the
 wilderness

 
image and living

 
from

 
it



Wilderness
 

with
 

safety
 

and comfort
 

?



Wilderness: a public  misconception

• Unrealistic
 

expectations
 from

 
nature documentaries

Kajaani, FI



Misconception
 

of Wilderness: Access 
 restrictions

• Physical
 

restrictions:
– Closure

 
of access

 
roads

– Abandonment
 

of trails

– Reduction
 

of open
 

land

• Legal restrictions:
– Hunting
– Conservation



Visitor
 

safety
 

as key
 

issue
 

in wilderness
 

areas

• Major obstacle
 

for
 

wilderness
 experience: Legal responsibility

 for
 

trail
 

safety

Isle of Vilm, DE



Visitor
 

safety
 

as key
 

issue
 

in wilderness
 

areas

Bialowieza, PL



Retreat as an active process

• Retreat
 

as development
 

perspective:
 „Die Aufgabe Aufgabe“

 „The
 

task
 

abandonment“

• How
 

to plan a wilderness?

• Costs
 

of retreat



The  costs  of shrinking

• Higher
 

per head
 

infrastructure
 

costs
 

in shrinking
 

municipalities

Heavily

 

growing

 

municipalities

Heavily

 

shrinking

 

municipalities

All municipalities
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)

Costs

 
for

 
public

 
technical

 
infrastructure

 
services

 
in 

 municipalities

 
of the

 
Austrian

 
Province

 
Styria

 
(Lais

 
2010)



Learning  to shrink

• Growth as inherent
 

principle
 

of most
 

disciplines

iba‐stadtumbau.de



Shrinking  into  width?

• A change
 

of mindsets is needed



Redifining
 

site
 

qualities
 

of peripheral
 

areas

• Past
 

qualities:
– Independence from

 
central

 
powers

– Freedom
 

for
 

non‐mainstream
 

religions
 

and languages

– Utilisation
 

of natural
 

resources
 

(mining, forests, alpine grassland)

– Servicing
 

and controlling
 

transport
 

routes

• Future qualities:
– Distance from

 
mainstream

 
hectics,

 but
 

linked
 

to urban centers

– Opportunity
 

for
 

getting
 

grounded

– High‐quality
 

agricultural
 

products

– Attractive
 

landscape
 

for
 

recreation

– Wilderness
 

experience
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