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Country considered: LIECHTENSTEIN Submitted by CIPRA Liechtenstein /LGU  

1) “energy transition” in the current political discussions of (country) :  

Political decisions and actions (legal regulations, funding programs, incentives, projects and other ): 

On state level: Energy transition is not a pressing problem in Liechtenstein (imports are still possible, other topics more 

important) . However, the paper “Energiestrategie 2020” (Energy Strategy 2020) has been published and thus brought 

the topic into discussion.   

In addition, in 2008 a law was passed that provides the legal basis for subsidies for energy efficiency and the use of 

renewable energies (Energieeffizienzgesetz).  

 

On municipal level: Liechtenstein is an “Energieland” (“Energy Country”) because all the municipalities are 

“Energiestädte” (“Energy Cities”, a Swiss label comparable to the European Energy Award). The municipalities are 

strong drivers in the topic of energy transition, even though some have already discussed to leave because of the 

increasing demand.    

 

In general, energy is mainly a topic discussed in front of an economical – not a personal ( sufficiency) - background 

(wish for safe, affordable energy supply). 

2) Biggest topics and conflicts in the discussions?  

Greatest opportunities? 

The focus lies on the promotion of renewable energies and alternative heat production. The main conflict potentials are 

wind power and a project that plans hydroelectric facilities at the river Rhine.    

The Energy Strategy 2020 projects a future with these hydroelectric facilities as well as an increased use of geothermal 

energies and energy/heat generated by wood. It is, however, not sure, even unlikely that these renewable sources can 

be used to such an extent.  

 

74’000’000 CHF (59'9012'000 EUR) are yearly spent for individual and heavy traffic. One half of that money is general 

tax money, the other half is generated by the mineral oil tax, the distance-related heavy vehicle fee 

(Leistungsabhängige Schwerverkehrsabgabe, LSVA) and a general vehicle tax.  

 18’000’000 CHF (14'572'000 EURO) are invested in public transport. Due to general budget cuts the subsidies for the 

public transport will be less than before and the general vehicle tax will be raised.  

3) Key data and hard facts are in (country and especially for the alpine region) 

 

See “Energiestatistik 2012” (Energy Statistics 2012, 34 pages, published by the department of statistics, Liechtenstein).  

Main results (as stated on page 6):  

1) The total energy consumption increased by 3.4 % from 2011 to 2012, which means that the consumption per person 

increased by 0.9 MWh to 36.9 MWh/year  

2) Electricity is the most important used energy source/energy carrier (29.7 %), followed by natural gas (22.1 %), fuel oil 

(12.9 %), gasoline (12.2 %) and diesel (11.2 %) which makes a total of 36.3 % use of fossil fuels.  

3) Energy self provision lies at 10.7 % 

Electricity selfprovision 20.6 % (Water and photovoltaic, communal heating stations with natural and biogas) 

For this question please refer to the compact energy and the “discussion paper” from the energy platform of the Alpine 

Convention of 30.08.2013 and check if the data are correct. Paper to be send within the annex 

4) Key actors in the national discussions, national associations/NGOs active with this topic 

 

Energiekomission (Energy Commission) 
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Energiefachstelle (Department for Energy)   

NGOS: Solargenossenschaft (Cooperative for solar power), LGU (Liechtensteinische Gesellschaft für Umweltschutz / 

Liechtenstein association for environment protection), Fischereiverein (Association for fishing)  

Energiestädte (Energy Cities)  all the municipalities  

Klimastiftung LIFE (Climate Foundation LIFE) 

5) Most urgent needs of action in (country) 

 

a) Ecological tax reform: marked-based principles can promote energy-conscious actions 

Currently there are not many environmental charges in Liechtenstein  

The Energieeffizienzgesetz (Energy Efficiency Law) is effective but A) mostly only wealthy people benefit and B) in the 

current situation of budget cuts it is no longer substantial  alternative: Higher taxes for higher energy consumption  

b) Promotion of the S-Bahn (commuter train): A big amount of energy is used by traffic and the existing bus system is 

not meeting the needs of commuters 

c) Promote high-density construction/building  

d) Make sufficiency a subject of discussion  

6) How get more involved and active 

a) A great possibility for CIPRA Liechtenstein and/or CIPRA International would be the joining of the Energy commission 

(petition has been filed) 

b) Participating in the Concept of the “Energy Cities”, proposing new measures and ideas 

c) Continue promoting the “Energy Cities” (Energiestädte)  

 


