CREAZIONE DI UNA RETE EUROPEA PER LO SVILUPPO DEL TURISMO ESCURSIONISTICO E DEL DIALOGO INTERCULTURALE

	3. Summary of the project and its events in English, French or German (max. 500 words)

	The tourism plays an important role in expanding European citizenship and it is widely accepted that developing tourism in disadvantaged regions, like rural and mountain areas, helps to strengthen cohesion. The project will create an opportunity for non-governmental organizations and their own affiliation networks, for experts interested in development of cultural tourism and eco - tourism and for citizens, in order to integrate the intercultural tourism tools into rural/mountain sustainable development.

The meeting, that is the core-action of this project, is intended to involve members of rural and mountain communities to start a dialogue on the importance of tourism and sport for active citizenship and social inclusion, to develop a reflection on globalisation and the transition towards a knowledge based economy in rural and mountain areas, to try to focus on the concrete impact of EU policies in their areas.
The purpose of the meeting is to gather a group of 135 persons into a two-days discussion on the state of the European intercultural dialogue on eco-tourism and sport, on the role and the opportunities for the NGOs regarding sustainable development of the European rural and mountain areas. The event will provide the opportunity for NGO’s representatives and citizens to share good practices and experiences, and to create a network (called NIT  - Network for intercultural tourism) for future discussions and collaborations.  

The primary language of work is expected to be English. For the speakers in other languages it will be provided an English-Italian-French translation. 

The schedule of 1st meeting day will include a mix of presentations, small group work and open discussion, and it is open to NGOs representatives, people responsible of voluntary and community organisations, public agencies that work in tourist and community sector, citizens. The element of innovation of the meeting is represented by the workshops on intercultural tourism. This section of the meeting aims to build a network to directly promote places, tourism projects, sustainable development actions in the rural and mountain areas, using the tools of intercultural communication.

The result of these creative workshops will be exposed in an exhibition in the second day of the meeting. The meeting will be ended by the subscription of a final “Declaration“. The Declaration will be addressed to the NGOs from different European countries and to the European networks participants at the event, with the aim to foster a cooperation plan on a European level and to specialise in promoting intercultural dialogue by tourism through national focal points of NIT. The Declaration will be also made available on – line, and the NIT will assure sustainability to the project and to the following activities.

The results of the project will be spread and disseminated at local, regional and European level. The project’s website and DVD will offer an opportunity to enlarge the network in UE Member States, and they will encourage interaction between citizens and civil society organisations expanding the intercultural tourism tools. 



DETAILED DRAFT AGENDA OF THE MEETING DAYS

“European Intercultural Tourism”

 24 – 25 October 2008, Cuneo, Italy

	23th  October 2008

	16,00 –19,00 Arrival of the international participants from airport



	1st meeting day, 24th  October 2008

	The day includes a mix of presentations, small groups work and open discussion, and it is for NGOs representatives, people responsible of voluntary and community organisations, public sector agencies that work in tourist and community sector, large public.



	08:30 – 09:00
Participant’s registration

	09:00 – 12:30
1st session

	Objective: 

An introductory session for all participants (NGOs representatives, people responsible of voluntary and community organisations, public sector agencies that work in tourist and community sector, large public) to inspire the people to think about sustainable development in the rural and mountain areas, interaction between citizens and tourist potential in Europe. The session concerns central and Eastern Europe, the European programs and public awareness campaigns called for active citizenship in order to foster the concept of European citizenship. 

Thematic issues::

1. An European intercultural tourism for sustainable development 

Action: Discussions and decisions about a possible contribution of the eco-tourism and cultural tourism to raise the European citizenship; Exchange of views on this new type of NGOs’ contribution to the Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008.

2. Interest of  European NGOs  in programs that aim at intercultural dialogue; Interest of  European NGOs  in eco-tourist  initiatives for disabled people
Action: Information, Presentation same programmes and projects of the NGOs

3. Networking and linkages between NGOs; 
Action: Information, Presentation, commitments for the new network set-up

4. The eco-tourism, hike and mountain sports; Informing local community members in environment and culture preservation and eco-tourism related activities to receive tourism's benefits; Initiatives of ecolabels for sustainable tourism in Europe.
Action: Information, presentation, discussion,


Moderator: Ermanno Bressy (project coordinator) 



	12:30 – 15:00 Lunch

	15:00 – 18:30, the 2nd session:

	The 2nd session is reserved to small group working separate in two sections simultaneously 

I. Focus groups

Objectives and issues: 

· Share experience, opinions, European networking; Spreading the lessons learned to other sites and European network work and set-up a new network

· Access to information and equal opportunity in rural/mountain areas

· European cooperation opportunities for NGOs

Participants:  Representatives from each organisations, large public



	II. Creative workshops for intercultural tourism 

Objectives: 

· to create a small modality to promote your places, results or aims of other tourist projects, 

· to promote a sustainable development of the rural and mountain areas using tools of intercultural language (imagines, food tastes, local arts objects or other modality who you think).

Participants:  Representatives from each organisations,




	2nd meeting day, 25th October 2008

	09:00 – 09:30 Press conference

	09:30 – 09:15 Exhibition inauguration

	The result of the creative workshops will be expose in an originally exhibition to promoting European intercultural tourism 

Participants: Whole participant’s group, large public, mass-media represents



	09:15 – 11:15 Visit the Exhibition

	Participants: NGOs representatives, people responsible of voluntary and community organisations, public sector agencies that work in tourist and community sector, large public

 

	11:15 – 12:30 Subscription ceremony to Declaration of the intercultural tourism meeting

	NGOs from different European countries and organisations, also European networks participants of the event, active in the European citizenship or environment, tourist fields, met at the conference aim to foster a cooperation on the European level and to specialise in promoting intercultural dialogue by tourism



	12:30 – 16:00 Lunch and Field workshop in on nearly agritourism point. 

	Objective: It is not a tourist time, but a program staying several hours  in a minority village and experience real life in the mountain areas

Participants: NGOs representatives, people responsible of voluntary and community organisations, public sector agencies that work in tourist and community sector



	16:00 –19:00 Departure of the international participants


	Nov/08 – Mar/09
	Post meeting and follow-up activities


	Collect the results and disseminate them
	On-line speaker’s presentations and examples of Creative tools for intercultural tourist promotion
	Least 10 ppt presentations 
	Professional public who promote intercultural dialogue, tourism stakeholders;

large public
	English, original language edited 

	
	
	Make available the on-line subscription of the Declaration of the meeting for new NIT partners
	On-line Declaration, fostering the network of regional cooperation in the European rural and mountain areas.


	
	
	English, 

Italian

French

Romanian

Bulgarian



	
	
	Evaluating the project and monitoring the follow up activities
	The evaluate questionnaire, Meeting minutes, Final Report, On-line users registrations 
	
	
	English, 

Italian

French

Romanian

Bulgarian



	Nov 2008
	Communication tools to be produced
	Web site realisation 
	The web side of the new network for future European co-operation in the field of rural mountain sustainable tourist – NIT which will take account/link also with the current networks in the field.
	The web site page
	On-line visitors 
	English, Italian

	Dec-Jan

2008
	
	Publication of examples of Creative tools for intercultural tourist promotion realize during creative workshop and exhibition
	DVD

publication 
	Least 1000 copies 
	Professional public who promote intercultural dialogue, tourism stakeholders;

large public
	English, original language edited


